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REASON FOR ALLOWANCE 

1 . Bear et al discloses an axle assembly comprising, in combination an axle tube 
having a first end and a second end, a mounting module formed as a unitary extension 
of the axle tube; a hub positioned near the first end of the axle tube wherein the 
mounting module comprises at least one of a yoke having a pair of opening, a shock 
absorber attachment bracket, a stay bar attachment bracket, an upper control arm 
attachment bracket, a lower control arm attachment bracket, a spring seat, a jounce 
bumper bracket, a steering damper attachment bracket, and a track bar attachment 
bracket. The differential carrier comprises one of ductile iron and aluminum. Dodge, 
Barnholt, and Diessner disclose various types of axle assembly comprising, in 
combination an axle tube having a first end and a second end, and at least one steel 
insert rivet positioned near the first end of the axle tube to be filled to a differential 
carrier. However, none of the references of record suggests an axle assembly 
comprising a mounting module formed as an extension of the axle tube, wherein at least 
one steel insert positioned near the first end of the axle tube is adapted to be welded 
with a differential carrier to secure the axle tube to the differential carrier in the manner 
defined in the instant claims 1, 6, 8 and in combination with other limitations of the 
claims. Therefore, claims 2-5, 7, 9-12, depending therefrom, are considered to be 
allowable. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frantz F. Jules whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
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8780. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph S. Morano can be reached on (703) 308-0230. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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